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Now ,
having
run for
eight years,

Sparks Spaces

stands out from

the crowd when it *
comes to the myriad
international interior
design competitions that
are conducted each year.
Focusing on architecture,
mteriors, urban and landscape

design, the contest is open not

only to professionals, but also
welcomes participation from teachers,
institutions, and even advertising and
public relations agencies. As a result,
the entries the competition receives are
extraordinary. We look at some of the most
compelling designs from the 2014 competition.

Text by Violet Wong
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More than simply a corporate shell stacked high s & a8 Bookstore By Studio MK27 ==

with books and shelves, Brazil's Livraria Cultura
bookstore offers a cosy ambience where visitors
can search for the latest best seller or simply meet
up with friends and hang out. Perfect for a lazy
Saturday, shoppers can spend hours exploring and

discussing which books to buy.
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Cushioned between two extended slabs of concrete, this slylish
one-sfory residence comprises four programmatic boxes, each
of which serves a different purpose. The floor floats 50cm
above the ground and is supported by beams from below,
while the oversized roof gives the whole building a unique,
cosmopolitan appearance. Enveloped by glass walls, the living
area connects the apartment to the lush countryside and outside
deck, where the pool extends over a gently descending slope

to the far end, where you can enjoy the spectacular scenery.
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Christine Chapel By Listen Communication :: :

Sp arkl Award Winner
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The age-old adage, “Never judge a book by its cover,” has
\

never been more apt than in the design o(‘this oword-winnir‘}g

~ church. Hidden behir\'d a sleek, modem exterior lies a chapel

that doubles as a multi-purpose hall, and the designer has gone
fo great lengths to ensure the space is suitable for two distinct
purposes. Natural materials such as wood and stone have
been used throughout, while bright yet soft ceiling and \A(Yl
lights create a solemn atmosphere with @ contem;orow twist

that can be fransformed fo accommodate dances or parties.
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Once a brewery and warehouse, this building at Ryerson University

in Canada is now a centre for photography featuring extensive
research, exhibition and archive space. During the day, huge black-
and-white portraits of inspirational figures including Einstein and
Ingrid Bergman grace the glass walls, adding to the artistic campus
atmosphere. At night, a series of programmed and interactive LED
displays shine on the glass exteriors, bringing the school fo life and
encouraging experimentation and credtivity, which are fundamental

to the pursuit of mastering the visual arts.
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Interior design isn't just about the
beautification of space; it can be a
statement in itself, and Uber's San
Francisco headquarters is a shining
example. Like many other young
companies, Uber has an open office that
is functional yet comfortable, however
the design expresses the company's
multi-tiered service in an architectural
language. Uber Black is articulated
through black glass and stand-alone
meeting structures clad in copper and
oxidised maple; while the character of
Uber X, the economy car dlternative,
finds expression in raw concrete
floors and steel. It is precisely this
juxtaposition of styles that demonstrated
the organisafion’s appreciation of how

beautiful the “perfectly imperfect” can be.
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shimano Cycling World By Eight. Inc :
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Fans of cycling are bound to love Shimano Cycling World,
which opened recently in Singapore. Designed to give
visitors a range of perspectives on cycling, the property
resembles a museum of bicycles, showcasing everything
from artefacts to interactive pointofview videos. Despite the
gallery feel, this space enjoys a relaxing ambience and free-
flowing space with elements that ensure a feel at home. A

mini-arena also makes a perfect venue for holding talks and

workshops.
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Sometimes, engineering can create
more than simply the backbone
of a building; it can also form the
visuals. A perfect example, the Poly
Corporation Headquarters offers a
seamless integration of architecture and
engineering, perhaps best embodied in
the dramatic cable-net glass wall, which
reveals the heart of the building and
connects people in the offices, the afrium
and the city. The northeastacing atrium
admits ample light, while the exterior
stone fin-wall with brise soleil shades
tempers the sun fo the south and west
and gives a majestic look to the structure.
The inferior is no less infriguing. Inside,
the inferspersion of wood and concrefe
in an otherwise regular office gives the

workplace more fun.
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winner's corner
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Bronze Award Winner

Large Wall Fountain By Powerglasskorea Inc. :

They say people can't walk on water, but the team at

powerglasskorea have proved beyond a doubt that you
can draw on it. Using a special watertight conductor to
avoid exposing the wires, LED images are displayed on a
transparent glass wall, creating the illusion that figures are
being actually displayed on water. The sheer length of this
wall = more than 100m in total - also makes this feature all

the more impressive.
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ZMAEHNES LNEAESL - WIESE - AT Demonsirating the rich history of the Greater Himalayas is no easy fask,
Rivers of lce BE A 1< A#EE ° Rivers of Ice & however Rivers of Ice achieved just that. Despite the extraordinary range of
REZERE - EIRIGASY - B AT ARELRE o photographs, prints and artefacts on display, it's sfill easy fo find your way

FERNRE R ASHT - BTN - TiEh around the exhibition thanks to the clear orientation and open landscape,
L ERT RIS R o BT RS B R which leaves a lasting impression. The designers also introduced a human

e RIE A RS © R I R R A element by scattering quotes from famous explorers throughout, inviting visitors

i PR S S . fo participate in their adventures at first hand. 4
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e Rivers of Ice By Thinc & GlacierWorks -
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